
 

 

 

 

 
NO MORE SNOW! This is a decree by your President to open your May Newsletter and to say, 

“ GREETINGS, FRIENDS!” 
 

This is one of my favorite months, because the days are getting longer and warmer! I hope all of you are 
struck with Spring Fever, like me, busy outside gardening in your beds, and planting flowers and veggies. I am 
energized about the Club and all the activities for this summer! 

 
May 7th is our annual “Cinco De Mayo” at the club and our Executive Board Meeting at 6:15 on the 

second floor. As always, you are invited to join us. Birthday Cake and T-shirt night is May 14th, and our annual 
Memorial Day Celebration is May 28th- be sure to wear your red, white, and blue! 

 

June brings with it our 2nd General Membership Meeting of 2014; as with all our general membership 
meetings, it is important that you attend. This is one of four times a year that you get to have input, a time to 
voice your “kudos”, suggestions, or concerns. We welcome your input  at the meetings, rather than through 
the “grapevine”. I look forward to seeing you at 6:45 P.M. Remember, there will be no dance lessons that 

evening. June 11th will be the regular Executive Board meeting at 6:15 P.M. on the 2nd floor, and it is also 

Birthday Cake and T-shirt night. June 28th is our annual Summer Picnic held at the Barberton Moose Pavilion. 
The flyer is in this newsletter! Be sure to look at it for all the details! If you have any questions, contact  Judie 
Connor. 

 

I want to thank Nancy Wilson and John Inks, and their committee, who did a wonderful job with the 
“April Showers Bring May Flowers” event on Saturday, April 26th. All who attended had a great time! Carol 
Kyle has written an article on page 5 that I know you will enjoy. She does a fine job reliving the evening. There 
will also be pictures tucked in and on the website from the event. 

 
I encourage you to visit our website often. If you have difficulty getting the newsletter in the mail, you 

can always get it on our website. Read it or download it. Tell your friends about it, too.  Our website has a 
wealth of information about ONCJC and the ABA.  You can get it by clicking on it from here (www.oncjc.org). 

 
If you would like to submit an article for the newsletter, please let Kap, Newsletter Editor, know at 

oncjc-newesletter@live.com . She will get in touch with you. Good material is always welcome. Keep in mind 
that it needs to be in line with what we do - dance and dance etiquette. 

 
Until next month, dance, have fun, and make a new friend! 

Jack Lavis, President 
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07 –   Ginny Smith and Chuck Hicken 
14 –   May and Barry Gradwohl 
21 –   Carol Kyle and Chuck Hicken  
28 –   Susan Lehrer and Bruce Walker 

This is a volunteer organization. Everyone who is a member is 
expected to volunteer in some capacity.  The door is the easiest way 
to meet your obligation and, at the same time, get to know your 
fellow members! If you haven’t yet… it IS time to step up. 

07 – Roy and Fred 

14 – Dave and Lou 

21 – Fred and Roy 

28 – Lou and Dave 

 

Thanks to Jerry Galas for being our stand-by DJ & playing for our special 
events! Love ya, Jer! Love your music too! 

 

We are so pleased to welcome our 

newest member- 
 

Ed Leszek  
5-05 Mary Skala 
5-07 John Tolls and Elton White 
5-09 Lee Ferry, Al Muller, and Marie Mayo 
5-09 Susan Picken 
5-13 Kathy Battaglia 
5-17 Jennie Brett 
5-23 Tom Gentry and Pete Semenyna 
5-24 Delbert Stewart and Jack Weigand 
5-25 Jan Ferguson 
5-26 Brad Lovette 
5-27 Pat Buckhold 
5-29 Carol Kyle 
5-30 May Gradwohl 
5-31 Jan Royer 

 
 
 

 

Well Wishes- 
Still looking for Becky Woodruff and Lee Ferry to return 

to the club! 

Very happy to welcome back this past Wednesday,  

Frank Gulitz, who had surgery and was absent for several 

months recovering! 

Line-up for the Line Dances 
07 – Some Enchanted Evening and Mexican Hat Dance 
14 – Miss Jody’s Thang and Birthday mixer 
21 - Booty Call and Couples Cha-Cha 
28 – Some Enchanted Evening and Swing 

 

Dance Lessons – taught by Jimmy Flynn 
May 07 – Some Enchanted Evening 
May 14 thru 28 - shag steps that can easily be adapted to East Coast Swing   

Peek at June 
04 – Roy and Fred  
11 – Dave and Lou  
18 – Fred and Roy  
25 – Lou and Dave 



When You Get the Choice to Sit It Out or Dance… 

By Linda G. White 

 

 
Dave and Nancy Wilson were sweethearts in high school and, watching them interact, it’s obvious their 

affection for each other hasn’t grown old, didn’t grow tiresome, and never got stale either. They’ve been 

together a long time, finish each other’s sentences, and even share an email address – now that’s love! Their 

playful banter reveals a lot about their relationship, even after half a century together – a milestone reached 

last month on March 14th when they celebrated 50 years of marriage. 

 
They are a happy couple and make you love being in their company. 

 
Nancy is a dynamic woman who has always worn many hats, beginning with the one she wears as matriarch 

of a family that started with two daughters and grew to include three grandchildren and three great- 

grandchildren. She has an innate artistic talent that further developed as she worked in the field of art and 

journalism. She is also adept at needlepoint, basket-weaving, and even making quilts. Over the last 15+  

years, she’s expanded her repertoire to include the production of handmade greeting cards, which she makes  

in her studio. And don’t be shy – see Nancy for details if you’re interested in something special. 

 
Nancy retired from the Taylor Memorial Library after thirty years as the Acquisitions Librarian. It was work 

that she loved and where she gained a reputation for speaking her mind, particularly when the Union came 

knocking on the library’s doors. Circumstances compelled her to become an organizer, and when the library 

unionized, she became its treasurer, as well as the Union leaders’ speechwriter. 

 
Dave says “if you give her a chance to talk, it’s gonna happen” and getting really animated, added, “and 

she’s got an opinion about everything!” Honest, as well as dynamic. Serving as ONCJC’s membership 

chairperson for four years, she is nothing if not outspoken, but eagerly admits that when she does put a foot 

in her mouth, which we all do on occasion, she’s not afraid to apologize – a quality in rare supply these 

days. 

 
Being a take-charge kind of person with a penchant for detail, Nancy is good at everything she sets her mind 

to – and she’s very sweet and cheerful, too. A word to the wise, however, virtually nothing escapes her 

notice. 

 
Although Dave may seem like the quiet type, don’t let him fool you. As a teenager, he became a fan of 

“street stock” car racing. He and Nancy were dating at the time and spent a couple of years going to various 

drag strips and the Barberton Speedway (an oval ¼-mile track) to watch Dave’s friend race. Later on, 

Dave’s interest expanded to include circle-track racing, and then NASCAR. But while he loves NASCAR 

racing and says he goes any time he can, his favorite thing has pretty much always been short-track racing. 

 
Even though Nancy isn’t really into “crashing and bashing,” as she put it, she always went because it was 

Dave’s passion. 

 
Dave’s career as a draftsman for Gauer Mold signals another kind of strict attention to detail that mirrors 

that of his wife. They are both artistic, sticklers for detail, and incredibly focused when something gets their 

attention. Nancy calls it tunnel vision, and it tends to render them oblivious to what’s going on around them. 

At one point, Nancy referred to Dave as “a walking encyclopedia”, which I suppose is part of that overall 

package. Yes, these two are seriously focused individuals. 

 
So how did they wind up here at ONCJC? 



 

 

 
 

At some point, a few of the ballroom classes they had been taking on Wednesday nights were cancelled, 

giving them the chance to try out our club. It was something they’d thought about doing for some time, 

because Dave had long been unhappy with ballroom dancing’s rigid form and the perfection that was always 

expected. It just wasn’t well, fun, because you couldn’t just relax and be yourself – really the complete 

opposite of what one finds here. 

 
Nancy said it was hard for them to go back to ballroom after they’d been here a few times, and “not too 

long after the jitterbug club started is when we made a permanent switch. Now I think we’ve probably 

forgotten more {ballroom} than we ever knew.” They say they don’t really miss it either, at least Dave 

doesn’t. Nancy sounded like she might, though, at least a little. But we won’t hold that against her. 

 
Since he gave up ballroom for jitterbug, Dave has served three terms as treasurer of ONCJC and has long 

been one of our fabulous DJs. As much as he loves music, though, I doubt he has ever thought of being a DJ 

as work. 

 
What’s kept them together all these years? “Commitment,” Dave said. “We made a commitment when we got 

married. We made a commitment to our kids, too.” They dated for three years before saying “I do” – and 

though no one escapes problems, they have never waivered in their faith in each other. 

 
Fifty years – and Dave and Nancy are still together and a happy reflection of each other, their relationship 

built on a foundation of commitment, faith, and love. And the major thing they credit for keeping them 

together is their Christian faith. They’re both very involved in their church, and their church family, at The 

Chapel in Akron. 

 
If asked what song might sum up their time together, dancing both on and off the floor, they might answer 

by reaching into Dave’s exhaustive record collection and choosing any number of songs compiled over all 

those years – because Dave is into music in a really big way. But who could sum it up better than Lee Ann 

Womack when she sings: 

 
“I hope you still feel small when you stand beside the ocean / Whenever one door closes, I hope one more 

opens / Promise me that you’ll give faith a fighting chance / And when you get the choice to sit it out or 

dance… 

 
…Dance / I hope you dance.” 

 
And that’s our wish for Dave and Nancy’s next fifty years. 



                             

                                     
                                              

                                          April Showers Bring May Flowers 
     By Carol Kyle 

Saturday, April 26th, the Quirk Center was transformed 

into springtime as over 80 dancers welcomed the season 

in true ONCJC fashion. 
 

Club DJs Jerry Galas and Dave Wilson kept the dancers 

moving. The committee provided a wide variety of 

appetizers, including summer fruit cups, veggies, chicken 

nuggets and tenders, a variety of cheeses and crackers, 

pinwheel sandwiches, and more. The meal was followed 

by mini-cupcakes and locally famous pies. 
 

The tables were adorned with spring flowers, which were 

sent home with lucky winners; a colorful spring wreath 

went home with Linda Korud, who was selected in the 

door prize drawing. The charity committee kicked off 

their 2014 giving campaign with their first 50/50 drawing. 
 

Thanks to Nancy and Dave Wilson, John and Penny Inks, 

and their many helpers for putting together a fabulous 

spring kick-off. 

   
                                                                                                                     

 
 

 

 

 
Just ask anyone on this crew how much fun they had preparing 

for this event!  Come and join the next event committee! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Boogie in the Burgh 
 

What a party! 
 

Some of you may have noticed a curious statement in the April newsletter sent to you 
March 26th that "the Boogie in the Burgh” was also a huge success. What a terrific 
time was had by all". Just a trifle, it hadn't even happened yet. In fact, most of us 
weren't even there yet! Such booboos will happen, in Linda Rios' wonderfully creative 
term, which she deliciously called "anticipatory affirmation". It is necessary to put such 
"predated" items in to give you a timely report, which should have come to you on March 
31st. I can imagine how irritating it might be to learn the good news over a month later 
in May. Nothing deader than old news. Your newsletter team worked hard to put the 
newsletter together well ahead of time for us to have no worries when we went to the 
Boogie in the Burgh. Yup, if anything can go wrong, it will. Oh well. 

 

But on to the big story. Most of us took I-76 east and on to the Ohio Turnpike and  then  
to the Pennsylvania Turnpike, which charged us $5.90 to go ten miles to Pennsylvania 
376, where we were charged all over again $1.15 to go five miles of a toll road. Ohio 
Turnpike charged a mere $1.50 to travel twenty miles to the state line. After that sour 
note, we went on to Coraopolis, on the northeast side of the Pittsburgh International 
Airport, about fifteen miles west of downtown Pittsburgh. Right away we saw the 
massive five-story hotel, pulled in, parked, and quickly checked in. We registered with 
the BIB folk and, from our tickets, were given our convention bracelets, good for all 
events, plus a high quality program book listing everything we needed to know. With a 
minimum of 43 ONCJC members, we were the second largest contingent attending 
outside of the Steel City club itself. Thirty-seven other clubs came from as far west as 
St. Louis, Missouri and as far south as Tampa, Florida. A lovely group from Ontario, 
Canada was also there. 

 

The hotel was an open rectangle around an enclosed courtyard where we enjoyed 
the hotel breakfast and dinners with individually cooked omelets, salad, ravioli, fish, 
chicken, fruit, sausage, rolls, coffee, pop, juice, donuts, bagels, and much more for the 
taking. The luxurious rooms were really living space with desk, separate bedroom, with 
TV in each, bath, fridge, sink, and optional room service. 

 

The 16th Boogie in the Burgh, hosted by the Steel City Boogie Club of Pittsburgh, was 
centered in the Grand Ballroom. The club's huge wood floor was a marvel of 
construction, composed of 64 4x8 and 8 4x4 panels with their full color club logo 
prominently in the center -- a total of 2204 square feet! All the panels were counter- 
screwed down hard to a base frame and with wood filler in all the joints to make a 
seamlessly smooth and level dance floor. Additional workshop space was in the smaller 
Embassy Ballroom, with its own equally well done floor. The DJ stand was staffed 
continuously and ran from 1:30 PM until closing, typically at 1:00 AM. Total attendance 
by some of the finest dancers around, well, couldn't get any total, but I was "# 342", so if 

we figure 50 or so more, we get about 400, which seems right. 
 

Volunteers are the great untold story. A classy event like this doesn't happen by itself. 
Many hands make light work. The Steel City President, the lively and vivacious Minette 
Thompson, and her strong BIB committee had a team of over 70 hardworking club 
members who volunteered over 240 hours of time over the past year to put this 
enormous smooth running show together. Consider the tasks of negotiating with this 
prestigious hotel at the International Airport, arranging for publicity, advance registration 
and the hospitality tables, recruiting a team of four great DJs, providing the sound 
equipment, bringing in and laying those enormous dance floors, lining up the many 
professional dancers and teams from all over, doing scheduling and composing the 
program book, coordinating the vendors, photographers, DVD production, raffles, 
and myriad other details (did I leave anyone out?) and keeping 38 clubs from the entire 
eastern half of North America and all attendees happy! Already, next year's BIB 
planning is underway. Now just between you and me--consider the Steel City Boogie 
Club has about 280 members, almost exactly the size of our own ONCJC! Now we're 
not going to produce the Northeast Ohio 'Bug Bash, but we can each of us put a little 
time in to keep a good group going smoothly! Volunteering works miracles! 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
After registering at the club table, right away we had the Thursday open dance and made, and renewed acquaintances all around, running to 1:00 AM. 
The trip had already done us in, so a good night's rest was needed to start the Friday festivities. 

 

Our first big day began with a Friday morning breakfast, followed by the first dance workshops of six hour-long sessions, one in the Grand Ballroom and 
one in the Embassy Ballroom each hour of Imperial Swing, West Coast Swing, and Carolina Shag.  Open dancing was from 1:30 until 4:30, when we 
had our dinners from 5:00 to 7:00. The evening dance was an opportunity for the many visiting club members to wear their club t-shirts, and we had ours 
on in force! Jack Lavis and Linda Korud headed up our tables and we mostly sat together. I hardly ever had time to sit down with so many partners to 
choose from, and I was rarely refused. Later on there was a members' dance jam which had many couples showing off their best 
moves. Our own Bruce Minnich did a solid Shag with the "Living Legend," Ellen Taylor. Wow, they were a ton of bricks! Few would ever guess the 
sharp, trim and athletic Ellen is on the light side of 80!  After a while, the professionals came in and really jammed up a phenomenal show with club 
people and the pro teams. 

 

Saturday morning there were six more great dance workshop sessions. Open dancing continued until 4:30 while Christine Graor and Rae Eggers 
hosted the afternoon Ohio North Coast party in their rooms with over 60 guests attending. Then we enjoyed our leisurely delicious dinners, and the 
evening's semiformal dancing began. In time, the floor was cleared and the professional dancers put on their extraordinary world class performances. 
These championship demos did not fail to please in showing the superb athletes they really are. The great Olympian Jim Thorpe was a "physical 
genius" -- he could do anything, and few know that he was a good dancer, too, and we all saw before us there was clear evidence we were in the 
presence of real physical geniuses. 

 

In fact, all the professionals, including Doug and Lori Rousar who proudly hail from our area were noteworthy, their 
choreography sophisticated and their moves magnificent.  Matt and Crystal Auclair from St. Louis, Missouri, Brad and 
Sarah Wheeler of Pittsburgh, Alan Stokes of Wilmington, North Carolina, Nikki Kontoulas of North Myrtle Beach, South 
Carolina , And Brennar Goree of Virginia Beach, Virginia came from far and wide with a wonderfully collegial air as if they 
had known each other all their lives.  Ellen Taylor's appearance was icing on the cake. 

 

Sunday morning came all too soon, and we had to say our goodbyes.  Our memories will not soon fade.... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
After registering at the club table, right away we had the Thursday open dance and 
made, and renewed, acquaintances all around, running to 1:00 AM.  The trip had already 
done us in, so a good night's rest was needed to start the Friday festivities. 
 

 
Our first big day began with a Friday morning breakfast, followed by the first dance 
workshops of six hour-long sessions, one in the Grand Ballroom and one in the Embassy 
Ballroom each hour of Imperial Swing, West Coast Swing, and Carolina Shag.  Open 
dancing was from 1:30 until 4:30; then we had our dinners from 5:00 to 7:00. The 
evening dance was an opportunity for the many visiting club members to wear their club 
t-shirts, and we had ours on in force! Jack Lavis and Linda Korud headed up our  tables 
and we mostly sat together. I hardly ever had time to sit down with so many partners to 
choose from, and I was rarely refused. Later on, there was a members' dance jam, 
which had many couples showing off their best moves. Our own Bruce Minnich did a 
solid Shag with the "Living Legend," Ellen Taylor. Wow, they were a ton of bricks! Few 
would ever guess the sharp, trim, and athletic Ellen is on the light side of 80!  After a 
while, the professionals came in and really jammed up a phenomenal show with club 
people and the pro teams. 
 

Saturday morning, there were six more great dance workshop sessions. Open dancing 
continued until 4:30, while Christine Graor and Rae Eggers hosted the afternoon Ohio 
North Coast party in their rooms with over 60 guests attending. Then we enjoyed our 
leisurely delicious dinners, and the evening's semiformal dancing began.  In time, the 
floor was cleared, and the professional dancers put on their extraordinary world class 
performances. These championship demos did not fail to please in showing the superb 
athletes they really are. The great Olympian Jim Thorpe was a "physical genius" -- he 
could do anything, and few know that he was a good dancer, too, and we all saw before 
us there was clear evidence we were in the presence of real physical geniuses. 

 
In fact, all the professionals, including Doug and Lori Rousar, who proudly hail from our 
area, were noteworthy, their choreography sophisticated, and their moves magnificent. 
Matt and Crystal Auclair from St. Louis, Missouri, Brad and Sarah Wheeler of Pittsburgh, 
Alan Stokes of Wilmington, North Carolina, Nikki Kontoulas of North Myrtle Beach, South 
Carolina, and Brennar Goree of Virginia Beach, Virginia came from far and wide with a 
wonderfully collegial air as if they had known each other all their lives. Ellen Taylor's 
appearance was icing on the cake. 

 

Sunday morning came all too soon, and we had to say our goodbyes. Our memories will 
not soon fade.... 
 



 

 

 
 

Visiting the refreshments  
Important Team Members! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Home Run Team! 
 

Fans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s a triple! 
 

Bases are loaded! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oh yum! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

”The girls” 

Is he going to get to 2nd 

base? Hahaha 

 
 

Yes, there 
was time to 

dance! 
Everyone 

had a great 
night! 

 



 

Wed Sept 3 General Membership Meeting 
 

Wed Sept 10 Board Meeting 6:15 

Birthday Cake & T-shirt Sept 12 SOS September 12 - 21 2014 

Wed Sept 24 Charity Event 
 

Wed Oct 1 Board Meeting 6:15 

Wed Oct 8 Birthday cake & T-shirt Sat. Oct. 25 Fall Dance – Silver Springs 

Wed Oct 29 Halloween Party – Quirk Wed Nov 5 Board Meeting 6:15 
 

Wed Nov 12 Veteran’s Day 

Birthday Cake & T shirt 

Nov 12 Moving Across the River 

Wed Dec 3 Membership Meeting Election Night 6:45 
Sat. Dec 6 Holiday Party – Greek Community Center Wed Dec 10 Board Meeting 6:15 

Birthday Cake Night & T-shirt 
 

New Year’s Eve Party!!!! Stay tuned for details 
 

 

 

 
 
 

*Be sure to check the ABA website for sister-club events. 
www.americanbopassocation.org 
Many of the club’s parties are just a “stone’s throw” away. 

 
 
 

 

Wed May 7 Board Meeting – 6:15 Cinco de Mayo - Quirk 
 

Wed May 14 Birthday Cake & T-shirt 
 

Wed May 28 Memorial Day Celebration – Quirk 

Wed June  4 Membership Meeting 6:45 
 

Wed June 11 Board Meeting 6:15 
 

Birthday Cake & T-shirt 

Sat. June 28 Summer Picnic - Barberton Moose  

Wed July 2 Board Meeting 6:15 

July 4th             Celebration - Quirk -Ice Cream Social 
 

Wed July 9 Birthday Cake & T-shirt July   17-20 Jammin’ in July 

Sat July 26 Mid-Ohio Valley Shag Club Riverside 
Picnic 

 
July 31-Aug 2  Mid-Ohio Boogie Bash July 31  
Wed Aug  6       Board Meeting 6:15 

Wed Aug 13              Birthday Cake & T-shirt 

WedAug 27      Football Tailgate Party 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wed Sept 3 General Membership Meeting 
 

Wed Sept 10 Board Meeting 6:15 

Birthday Cake & T-shirt 

SOS September 12 - 21 2014 

Wed Sept 24 Charity Event 
 

Wed Oct 1 Board Meeting 6:15 

Wed Oct 8 Birthday cake & Tshirt  

Sat. Oct. 25 Fall Dance – Silver Springs 

Wed Oct 29 Halloween Party –Quirk 
Wed Nov 5 Board Meeting 6:15 

 
Wed Nov 12 Veteran’s Day 

Birthday Cake & T shirt 

Nov 12 Moving Across the River 

Wed Dec 3 Membership Meeting Election Night 6:45 
Sat. Dec 6 Holiday Party – Greek Community Center 
Wed Dec 10 Board Meeting 6:15 

Birthday Cake Night & T-shirt 
 

New Year’s Eve Party!!!! Stay tuned for details 
 

http://www.americanbopassocation.org/
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