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Happy New Year and welcome to 2026.
ONCJC has some exciting things planned for this
year, but first | want to invite you to read the
following story written by Linda Sepesy, long time
Club member, former board member, dance
instructor and all around great advocate for our
Club. I believe you will find this story interesting

From the
President

Talent Night
Board Members

Dance Lessons and thought-provoking.

Door Greeters

Birthdays John Inks, proud to be Linda’s friend and your President of the
Club Shirt Order best damn dance Club in the land.
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On Wednesday, December 10, about 60 people braved the cold and snow
to come to the Slovene Hall for the club dance. None of those in attendance
live nearby, so considering the weather, they must have felt it was worth the
effort. Madison and Karen Edge were part of that group and sat at the table
with us. As he put on his dance shoes, Madison commented that we have a
great club. He noted how our membership has grown over the years while
some ABA sister clubs and some shag clubs are experiencing declining membership.

The conversation started me thinking about how far the club has come since | joined, and what we’ve done
over the years which helped the club to grow. When | joined the club in 2004, membership was around 60.
The current membership is around 200+, so we're doing something right.

Our club is one of the very few in the American Bop Association that holds a weekly dance. Some dance
only once or twice a month.  You can read information about other clubs on the ABA website,
www.americanbop.org Every ABA club teaches the dances noted in their club bylaws, plus some regional
dance styles, along with occasional rumba, foxtrot, country two step, night club two step, and line dances. All
ABA clubs have in their bylaws the same language about preservation and support of foundational music and
dance styles.

In the early club years, the music and dance styles done at O.N.C.J.C. were primarily east coast swing,
beach music and shag dancing, a line dance or two, and two waltz songs played at the end of the
evening. There were some members in the early years who danced only east coast swing and didn't like shag
dancing, or any other form of dance. | was told about a time when some members walked out because cha
cha was taught. Not everyone embraces change. Over time, the DJ's introduced a variety of music which
supports the foundational dance styles of ECS, Jitterbug, WCS, Shag, Hustle, while still including original club
music, the club “roots”, on the playlist. This is what separates us from just being another place to dance. It's


http://www.americanbop.org/
http://www.oncjc.org/
https://www.lovesembroidery.com/
https://www.lovesembroidery.com/

not a stretch to say that if the club hadn't evolved beyond dancing ECS and Shag, we wouldn't have a
membership of 200+ today. We do our best to have something for everyone. We’re doing something right.

How the music is delivered has evolved over the years. For about the first ten years, the music system was
brought in by DJ Lou Chermak, one of the charter members of the club. Lou kept everything in a trailer parked
at his home because there was no storage space at the venues where the club danced. He pulled the trailer to
wherever they were dancing, unloaded, set up and reloaded the trailer at the end of the evening, with the help
of members or other DJs  The CD players, speakers and CD's (nothing was on a computer at that time) were
brought into the venue on a gurney, similar to what you would see in a hospital. The CD players and large CD
case were kept in a very large, heavy rectangular black case which was called "the coffin” and transported on
the gurney from the trailer into the venue. It was heavy, cumbersome, and took a while to unload, set up, tear
down and reload into the trailer. All of that required not only physical strength but a strong commitment.

When the club moved to the Quirk Center around 2006, storage space was available for the equipment which
made the DJ's job on Wednesday night a bit easier. The gurney and the coffin were eventually retired, and a
cart which might be the same one in use now, was used to bring everything on the elevator from the storage
area on the second floor to the main floor. The trailer was still used to transport the system to off-site events.
Around 2008, the equipment was streamlined even more. Kap Chermak, charter member, categorized and
loaded all the club CDs into a DJ program on the new club laptop, not a small project as the club had around
3,000 songs in the music library. Some CDs were still used, requiring CD players, and speakers still had to be
set up. Today, most club music is on the club laptop or on flash drives, although CDs are still occasionally
used. Another notable evolution of the club occurred when Mary Friberg became the first female DJ for the
club, one more step in the process of change and growth. We’re doing something right.

Doing something right is trying our best to make people feel welcome and appreciated, to give them
opportunities to participate and to be heard. Board meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month at
5:45 P.M. in Founders Hall. Members are welcome to attend. General membership meetings are held
guarterly, giving the members an opportunity to learn what the board is working on and to ask questions and
offer suggestions. The club is an all-volunteer organization with committees that always welcome new
members. Volunteerism is the engine that keeps the club going.

A key to our success is the willingness to flex and adapt to change over the years. It didn't happen without
growing pains and some resistance and controversy, all part of the growth process. Change is inevitable and
it's in the best interest of the club to continue to look for the opportunities and the benefits that can come with
change.

If a member from the early years came to the club now, they would probably say "this isn't the same club", and
they would be correct. Most of the familiar faces aren't there, the venue is different, they'll hear songs played
and see dance styles that weren't represented in the early years. What hasn't changed is the "something right"
that we're doing, which has kept people interested, engaged and kept us growing.

I'm confident the board will make the right decisions in the future to maintain a balance between the "then and
now” and take the club into the 30th anniversary year in 2027 and beyond. Madison is correct - this is a great
club! It's because we're doing something, many things, right.

My best to you all,

Linda Sepesy



Welcome New Members

Elizabeth Bard
Denise Cartwright
Mark Cartwright
Mario Pierzchala
Karen Pierzchala
Blake Rawson
Kim Rawson
Larry Stagney
Tracy Tate

Membership Renewals

Membership  renewal dates
appear next to your name on the
check-in sheet at the Greeters
Table. Current renewals are
$60.00 per year. New
memberships are $75.00 for the
first year and then $60.00 per
year thereafter. Each members'
renewal form is pre-populated
with the information currently
on file. To reduce congestion at
check-in, membership
applications and renewals will
be taken between 8:00 PM and
8:30 PM by the Membership
Chair. If you are unable to
attend Club during the month
your renewal is due you can
mail your renewal fee to:

ONCJC
P.O. Box 167
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44222

A reminder to check your
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
date on your membership card
or on the weekly check in
register. Renewals are due by
the end of the month shown.
Our current renewal rate is
$60.00 payable by check or
currency. Your prepopulated
renewal application will be
available by  the first
Wednesday of each month. We
hope you will always consider
renewing!

Curregnt Board Members
President: John Inks Trustee: Sharon Best
Vice-President: Delbert Stewart  Trustee: Craig Boyd
Treasurer: Beth Stout Trustee: Mark lig
Secretary: Judy Alsip Trustee: Ruth McGraw

Mary George

YOU MAY FORGET
WHAT THEY
PLAYED, BUT
YOU'LL NEVER
FORGET HOW THEY
MADE YOU FEEL!

WANTED - DOOR JANUARY
GREETERS DOOR GREETERS

Renew old friendships and

make new ones. Consider 7 | Becky and Bill Roller

being a door greeter to
welcome Club Members and

guest visitors from 6:30 pm to 14 | Zak Nussbaum and Michelle Kurtz

8:00 pm. )
21 | Joe and Linda Sepesy

If wanting to attend a lesson,
that time will be covered

: ??
during the lesson. Your help 28 | 7

as a “Door Greeter” will be
greatly appreciated.




» 2026 ONCJC ACTIVITY SCHEDULE -

n@ (more Activities added when date known) n@
DATE ACTIVITY CHAIRPERSON LOCATION
Jan 14 Board Meeting John Inks Slovene 5:45 -7 pm
Jan 31 TALENT NIGHT Judyth Connor Slovene 6 — 10 pm

The Board meets at 5:45P in Founders Hall on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. Everyone is welcome!
*** ond \Wednesday of each month is BIRTHDAY CAKE & CLUB SHIRT NIGHT

Past and New Activity Suggestions For Your Consideration:

Soup Cook-Off Home Opener Picnic Ice-Cream Social

Chili Cook-Off Harvest Festival Kentucky Derby  Bake-Off

Decades (50, 60, 70) Cinco De Mayo Circus

Don’t have club apparel? They can now be purchased online from Embroidery On Demand.

2026 January Dance Schedule

Please note: You can find all those dance videos on our website: www.oncjc.org or by clicking on the song.

LINE DANCES MAIN FLOOR FOUNDER’S HALL
7:00 to 7:30 7:00- 7:30 PM
JAN 7 Shadow Night Club Two-Step East Coast Swing
Cowboi Boogie Beginner & beyond Beginner & Beyond
Mark & Ruth John & Penny
JAN 14 Birthday Mixer Night Club Two-Step East Coast Swing
Argentina Cha Cha Beginner & beyond Beginner & Beyond
Mark & Ruth John & Penny
JAN 21 Crusin’ Night Club Two-Step East Coast Swing
Barn Dance Beginner & beyond Beginner & Beyond
Mark & Ruth John & Penny
JAN 28 River Waltz Night Club Two-Step East Coast Swing
Won’t You Dance With Me Beginner & beyond Beginner & Beyond
Mark & Ruth John & Penny

If you’re interested in teaching on the main floor on a Wednesday night, please see Ruth or email her
at rmcgraw@libertyhm.com, Dates are open for one Wednesday or a series of Wednesdays.

Happy Birthday January Members

08 Joanne P 19 Christine G
10 Dave S 27 Tony T
10 Kay Y 29 Lori B
11 EdS 30 Tina M
12 Michelle S 31 Rebecca G
13 Karen M



https://www.embroideryondemand.com/ohio-north-coast-jitterbug/
http://www.oncjc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I14NNusCie0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6h_GF5CziKE
https://youtu.be/Xz-qPFgfWT0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AhSI2zc67is&t=75s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fgoY0TrnE2Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WASDktUDSDU
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=ppJZEznIE3U

ONCJC’S TALENT NIGHT

“BEYOND THE DANCE
FLOOR”

SATURDAY JANUARY 31. 2026

Slovene Party Center
Doors open at 6:00 PM
Show at 7:00

Celebration Dance afterwards till

10:00
Tickets: $13.00

TICKETS GO ON SALE IN JANUARY

REGISTRATION FORMS NEED TO BE COMPLETED AND

TURN IN BY JANUARY 15

FORMS AVAILABLE AT CHECK IN TABLE OR ASK JUDIE CONNOR OR SHARON BEST

ALSO AVAILABLE ON WEB PAGE OR CLUB EMAIL



Hug Thanks to Ruth McGraw, Wendy Figliola, Mark llg,
Beth Stout, Eric Swinehart, Debra Swinehart, Joe May
and more to host another successful and wonderful

Christmas Dance Party.




Slovene Party Center Dance Events

http://www.slovenecenter.com

Slovene Center Barberton
sov 70 14TH ST. NW, BARBERTON, OH
Polka Dances

NN

$12 Per Person

February Frost Polka Party |

) Sunday February 1, 2026 .
\0(00 Dance to the Music of: 4"
ie' The Zolka’s S
1:00 to 5:00 PM

E, ;
coLD oUTTS‘EDDANCE FLOOR”

Ml o
. WITH D) JOHN:‘TV\N SWING, LINE DANEES Dance to the Music of: ’
¢ BALLROON, L AVAILABLE Culkar/Golob Band
{ ?g COVER

1:00 to 5:00 PM

. ol ~ " April Showers Polka Party 7 -
FRI. .‘AN. ‘GTH E i il

7-10 PM 1 P ,APr | l\ sS';'.fc%yuf t'?\':lh}ﬁ’s%%%s «
www.s\o\,enece\“e‘ > Frg%%%«':’g:t(;g'}hnﬂq"d i ‘
10 1™ ST nw, BARBE May Melodies Polka Party

Dance to the Music of:

The Culkor/Stanaer Band
1:00to 5:00 P

y ( "~ Sunday May 3rd 2026

For more information call 234 - 208 - 8663

Monday

Feb. 2. n onings |

March 9t

® Hustle - Beginner g
Beyond 6:00 pM

=& e = . Z
,;tWest Coast Swing = W ’
. Cec:mediate 6:45 pm "or for = E e
P 5]
Singles or Couples er

Person
Instructor: Mary g £3)

AT



http://www.slovenecenter.com/

